MASHAV’S ONGOING PROJECTS IN AFRICA

CAMEROON: Central African Pesticides Registration Committee-MASHAV Cooperation

Following a professional visit in 2009 of the Permanent Secretary of The Central Africa Inter-State Pesticides Committee (CPAC), a sub-regional inter-state body in charge of pesticide registration, MASHAV designed a professional course of Registration and Identification of Pesticides for high level professionals from each of CEMAC’s (Central African Economic and Monetary Community) Member States. Cooperation between the parties will continue for the establishment of a professional laboratory for pesticides registration in Douala.
ETHIOPIA: USAID-MASHAV-MoARD Cooperation 

In September 2009, Israel’s Foreign Minister, Avigdor Liberman, inaugurated the Butajira Center of Excellence for Horticulture for developing human resources in agriculture in Ethiopia, a tripartite project of the two countries and the USAID.
In February 2005, at the successful conclusion of a series of working discussions, an agreement was signed for a three-year program to provide technical support in order to accelerate the transfer and adoption of modern agricultural technologies and practices in Ethiopia. During 2008, with USAID budget assistance, training and technical assistance were provided by MASHAV’s experts in the fields of the activities specified in the agreement: capacity-building for small holders and commercial farmers, cooperative members, and water user groups as well as on the areas of dairy herds improvement, small scale irrigation and water management, horticulture crop production, soil conservation and biotechnology. Activities included, among others, training courses and professional tours both in Israel and in situ, focusing on biotechnology issues. The joint MASHAV-USAID-MoARD program in Ethiopia was extended until August 2011.

Joint Program with Save the Children Norway
MASHAV and Save the Children Norway Ethiopia (SCNE) signed a three-year cooperation agreement aimed at establishing a joint program to support child development activities in Ethiopia. The agreement is part of an on-going and growing collaboration with SCNE. It will enable MASHAV and SCNE to strengthen the capacity of Ethiopian organizations dealing with child development issues, by benefiting from the training programs to be provided in Ethiopia, at the Golda Meir Mount Carmel International Training Center and at other training centers in Israel. According to the agreement, MASHAV will also assist in bringing Israeli experts both for on-the-spot training and short-term consultancies that will take place in Ethiopia as well as facilitate and coordinate the participation of Ethiopian trainees in international and specially created programs in Israel.  The Cooperation Agreement between MASHAV and SCNE was extended until 2011.

Cooperation with the Millennium Village Initiative
MASHAV is working together with the Millennium Village Initiative Project in the Tigray region in Ethiopia. MASHAV's collaboration with the Millennium Village Initiative was officially launched in February 2005 with the announcement that Israel would dispatch a long-term agricultural expert to work side-by-side with the farmers in order to bring about crop diversification, additional agricultural livelihoods, establish access to markets, both domestic and foreign, and to involve women more efficiently into the development process through the creation of small entrepreneurships.

 MASHAV experts conducted a survey in the Tigray area (11 villages) to assess the local needs in the fields of irrigation and water management, introduction of improved planting materials, orchard management and development of intensive and integrated horticulture-based production systems, agribusiness development plans, development of integrated natural resources conservation and capacity building through on-the-spot training and short-term consultancies. MASHAV's long-term expert is also responsible for designing programs in community development. In addition, continuous Israeli experts are dispatched to the region to work together with local farmers on different subject matter. 

Following a request by Tigray Authorities it was decided to establish an Agricultural Demonstration Training Center in Mekelle. The center will offer training and consultation services in the areas of development of agricultural practices and advance irrigation techniques. 

Leading the Fight against Neglected Tropical Diseases in Ethiopia
Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) are affecting about a quarter of the world’s population and primarily the poorest people on the globe.  They may also have a major influence on the spread and intensity of the three large epidemics - AIDS Tuberculosis and Malaria.  

The Center for Tropical Diseases and AIDS (CEMTA) of the Faculty of Health Sciences at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev is now leading an initiative to eradicate intestinal worms in Ethiopia. The joint MASHAV/Ben-Gurion University project is part of an initiative to eradicate intestinal worms in Ethiopia. The project started at the end of 2008 in the town of Mekelle in the North of Ethiopia, and combines the provision and administration of antihelminthic medications with an educational program to improve hygiene and protect populations from exposure to the parasites. MASHAV, in cooperation with the Municipality of Mekelle, constructed new latrines and water taps in thirty schools in the town. 

MASHAV-Ethiopia-GTZ Germany Tripartite Agricultural Project
In June 2009, Ethiopia, Israel, and Germany launched a three-year tripartite agricultural development project, to enable Ethiopia to enhance small-scale irrigation development activities in different parts of the nation. Expected to benefit over 1,000 farmers, the pilot project will be implemented in the regions of Amhara, Tigray, Oromia, and South Ethiopia Peoples’ States. The project will complement the government’s efforts geared toward ensuring food security and self-sufficiency. 

MASHAV-FAO Cooperation in Ethiopia
An agreement was signed between MASHAV and the FAO in November 2008, stating that MASHAV will provide experts including agronomists, foresters, fisheries and livestock specialists, nutritionists and scientists to assist the FAO in capacity building programs in developing countries. Following this agreement, MASHAV sent two Israeli experts to Ethiopia to conduct an extensive preliminary survey to examine possibilities of strengthening the country’s fisheries sector.

GHANA: Israel-Ghana Agricultural Cooperation
During his visit to Ghana in September 2009, Israel’s Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman and Ghana’s Minister for Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, Alhaji Muhammad Mumuni, signed a cooperation agreement according to which Israel will assist Ghana in increasing fish production for export and local consumption. The ministers also signed a joint declaration to expand cooperation in the fields of agriculture, education, medicine, water management, and pisciculture, and to increase trade between the two states.

Cooperation with the Millennium Cities Initiative
MASHAV and the Millennium Cities Initiative (MCI) joined together in October 2006 to assist the city of Kumasi, Ghana, in achieving the Millennium Development Goals through the transfer of knowledge supported by model projects. To date, MASHAV has been actively involved in the health of the Kumasi Metropolis, organizing eight on-site courses targeted at strengthening the capacity of health service providers to provide effective and efficient care in many different areas, including trauma and medical emergencies, neonatal nursing, nutrition care, and support for persons infected with HIV/AIDS. The courses have also empowered health teams to plan and implement programs aimed at the prevention of non-communicable diseases that are on the rise. To address the unacceptably high rate of neonatal mortality, MASHAV funded a three month TOT course on neonatal nursing for two doctors and two nurses in Israel. 
MASHAV has also constructed, refurbished and equipped two new Mother and Baby Units (MBU) in the Kumasi South and Suntreso Hospitals, in order to decongest the MBU at Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital (KATH), improve the care for neonates, and ultimately, reduce neonatal mortality.

KENYA: Water Management Agreement

During his tour of Africa in September 2009, Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman and the Kenyan Minister of Water and Irrigation signed a three-year agreement to increase cooperation between the two countries in the management of water resources and in the introduction of modern irrigation methods to the agricultural sector.  

MASHAV-MCI-UN-HABITAT Cooperation
A local economic development program is being carried out by MASHAV and MCI, the Millennium Cities Initiative, together with Un-HABITAT in Kisumu, Kenya, emphasizing capacity-building and setting up Strategic Planning Units (SPU) in the council, as well as developing a plan for the city structure. Also addressed are environmental development issues, with an emphasis on technology for waste management, greening the city and capacity-building; education development, with emphasis on school planning and early childhood development; and youth development, focusing on employment creation and opportunities for income generation. 

Within the framework of MASHAV-MCI Cooperation in Kisumu, it was decided to construct an Emergency and Trauma Unit at Kisumu Central Hospital. 
NIGERIA: ECOWAS-MASHAV Cooperation Agreement
During his visit to Nigeria in September 2009, Foreign Minister Avigdor Liberman signed a cooperation agreement between ECOWAS (The Economic Community of West African States) and MASHAV with emphasis on reducing poverty and preservation and protection of the environment
Local Economic Development Projects

MASHAV has cooperated with the African Association of Development Financial Institutions (AADFI) to hold workshops on Microcredit and Small Business Development, with the Michael Imodu Institute for Labor Studies, Ilorin, Kwara State on Health and Welfare of Workers and with the Federation of Tourism Association of Nigeria to conduct workshops on Rural Tourism.

SENEGAL: MASHAV-UNDP Cooperation

In June 2008, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between MASHAV and UNDP Africa. The aim was to address some of UNDP’s principal challenges on the African continent, and to take steps toward achieving the MDGs. In December 2008, Israel signed on to join UNDP in supporting Senegal and Benin, by funding projects and transferring knowledge of and technological abilities in agriculture, water, food, health and education.

Techo-agricultural Innovation for Poverty Alleviation – TIPA 

A project based on the concept of the African Market Garden (AMG), and focusing on poverty reduction and crop productivity was established in four different sites in Senegal.  

The project involves a small-scale horticultural production package developed by Israeli experts, based on low-pressure drip-irrigation, a mix of annual and tree crops, and an "operating system" which leads the farmer to irrigate according to scientific principles. The benefits of using the AMG system include higher yields of improved quality vegetables and fruits, the ability to produce crops year round, the most efficient utilization of water resources, decreased labor requirements for irrigation and weeding, and greater likelihood of maintaining the productive capacity of the soil. Drip irrigation facilitates year round production of vegetables and fruits. The project in Senegal is accompanied by a MASHAV long term expert.
SOUTH AFRICA: Techo-agricultural Innovation for Poverty Alleviation – TIPA 

A project based on the concept of the African Market Garden (AMG), and focusing on poverty reduction and crop productivity was established in different regions in South Africa as a result of Israel's participation in the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg in August 2002. Both TIPA and the African Market Garden are specialized horticultural production systems for small landholders, making use of the Family Drip Irrigation System, developed by the International Program for Arid Lands (IPALAC), MASHAV’s extension Center for International Agricultural Development (CINADCO) and Israeli irrigation manufacturer Netafim. The system, which includes a mix of annual and perennial crops and a special low-pressure drip irrigation system, has been proved to significantly enhance yields and lowers the risk of subsistence farmers in arid and semi-arid zones.

After starting with 20 small-scale family drip irrigation systems for local farmers in Cradock in South Africa’s Eastern Cape Province, that number expanded to 120 in 2003. In 2004, MASHAV expanded the project to other areas of South Africa in cooperation with Ikamva Labantu, a local NGO, and the Embassy of Israel in Pretoria. During 2008 the Cradock project is run by the farmers themselves, and three new projects are in various stages of implementation. The TIPA project in South Africa is accompanied by a MASHAV long-term expert.
MASHAV’S ONGOING PROJECTS IN ASIA
CHINA: Xinjiang Sino-Israeli Demonstration Center for Arid Zone Agriculture
The Xinjiang Sino-Israeli Demonstration Center for Arid Zone Agriculture was established in Northwestern China in 2003, following the joint cooperation of the Chinese Ministry of Agriculture and the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The project is operated by MASHAV and the People’s Government of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. This is the first ever Sino-Israeli agricultural cooperation project to be launched in China’s arid northwestern region. The agricultural industry of the area is dependent on irrigation and agricultural technology due to limited water resources and soil salinization.  The project’s objective is to promote agricultural development in the area by improving the efficiency of agricultural practices and training agricultural staff and farmers in modern agricultural technologies for maximizing crop yields and profitability under conditions of water scarcity, and to engage in commercial agricultural production. The demonstration activities take place in two sites: the first in Xingjiang Agriculture Technology Institute in Chianji, and the second at the Institute of Carders in Dongquan.  Using greenhouse technology and open field crops, the demonstration farms operate as demonstration centers for adapting methodologies, technologies and seed varieties for local needs. 

Yongledian Dairy Cattle Demonstration Farm

The Sino-Israel Demonstration Dairy Farm at Yongeldian, near Beijing, continues to spread its positive influence throughout the dairy industry of the entire region. The farm design was made according to the Israeli experience and includes: calves hatches, heifers shed, milking-cows sheds, dry-cows sheds, calving pen, cows “hospital”- treatment shed, milking center and feed Center. All the activity in the farm such as milk production and quality, herd health and herd fertility is monitored on daily basis in the main computer, with most advanced herd management software which is developed and made in Israel.

Applying the latest Israeli designs, technologies and expertise on its herd of 672 cows and 535 heifers, it raised milk production in 2008 to an annual record high of over 10,000 kg. per cow. The farm serves as a training center for thousands of dairy producers from China and from neighboring countries as well.
PHILIPPINES: Agricultural Training Center in the Philippines

In May 2005, an Implementation Agreement was signed for the establishment of the Philippines-Israel Center for Agriculture Training (PICAT). The new training center became fully operational in June 2006. Its main goal is to achieve a more efficient delivery of extension and outreach for the benefit of surrounding farmers. It also provides extension services to farmers in growing high value and off-season crops and in livestock breeding and production. The project is jointly managed with the agricultural university in the area, and serves as a demonstration site for advanced agricultural practices, and the use of innovative Israeli agricultural technologies regarding irrigation and fertigation, among others. 
THAILAND: Up-Kapong Pomegranate Plantation

Within the framework of cooperation between MASHAV and the Thai Ministry of Agriculture, and with the occasion on the King of Thailand 80th birthday, Israeli experts delivered 120 pomegranates trees especially brought from Israel. The project, located at Up Kapong in Phtchaburi District was officially inaugurated in June 2008, in the presence of her Royal Highness princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.  
VIETNAM: Dairy Demonstration and Experimental Farm
 A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between MASHAV and with Ho Chi Minh City’s People’s Committee on the establishment of a Dairy Demonstration and Experimental Project. 
The Dairy Demonstration Farm in Vietnam will be based on Israeli technologies and know-how and is located in the vicinity of Ho Chi Minh City. All professional activities will be carried out under the guidance of Israeli experts, operating in accordance with Israeli working standards.

This project initiative to develop Vietnam's dairy sector will form a joint base for technical cooperation between the two countries and will further strengthen cooperative endeavors and the long-standing close ties between the governments of Vietnam and Israel.

MASHAV’S ONGOING PROJECTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE AND EURASIA
KYRGYZSTAN: Agribusiness Consulting Center
MASHAV operates a Consulting Center in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. The center assists farmers interested in planning, financing and implementing improved systems and support former MASHAV demonstration farms in the region. Application of advanced technologies has resulted in diversification of crops and higher yields for local farmers. Agribusiness consultation services are given in close cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and other donors and organizations that provide agricultural credits to Kyrgyz farmers.

UZBEKISTAN: Upgrading the Livestock Sector in Uzbekistan

Livestock plays an important role in the agricultural sector of the economy of Uzbekistan. Following an in-depth analysis of the livestock sector at a national level, and within the framework of Uzbekistan’s National Project on Sustainable Development of the Livestock Sector, a Cooperation Agreement was signed in November 2007 between the UNDP and MASHAV to strengthen local capacity for sustainable livestock development in the country. The agreement includes transfer of Israeli know-how and new technologies, professional training programs, and the provision of high quality genetic materials and equipment for artificial insemination. This unique project is a model of successful partnership between Uzbekistan, Israel and the UNDP, to contribute to a sustainable development of the livestock sector in Uzbekistan, and the further enhancement of its people’s livelihood. 

MASHAV’S ONGOING PROJECTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

AND NORTH AFRICA

Regional Agricultural Program
The Regional Agricultural Program, in which Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and the Palestinian Authority participate, with Denmark as the initiator and main supporter, is well into its second five-year phase. The program is comprised of six main subjects of agricultural development and is governed by a semi-annual steering committee with representatives of all partners.  

This unique program is being carried out under the sponsorship of the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA), and encompasses a number of topics in the field of agriculture: small ruminants, dryland agriculture, saline and marginal water resources, post-harvest technology and marketing, and aquaculture.  The program was established in 2000, and has been successfully carried out even during times of regional tensions. It includes on-site and regional training programs, meetings between experts, joint applied research and participation in international conferences. 

During 2008 courses were conducted in Israel on Quality Standards of Fresh Products, Reclaimed Waste Water and Milk Processing for women, and 13 meetings of partner experts were held, as were 2 meetings of the Program's Steering Committee. 

EGYPT: Trilateral Cooperation: Egypt-Israel-Japan

A Memorandum of Understanding was signed in March, 2006 between MASHAV, Japan's International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and the Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation (MALR) of the Arab Republic of Egypt, on a Japan-Israel joint training program for Egypt.  The purpose of the training is to support the "Mubarak Program" by providing agricultural courses in arid and semi-arid areas for extension officers and graduate settlers in newly reclaimed lands of the Program. Agreed minutes signed by the three parties in March 2006 call for four courses annually for three years (2006-2008).  Additional courses under this trilateral agreement have been decided on by a trilateral steering committee. 

